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Welcome: Andy Friedman (President) welcomed everyone to September meeting, including Ann Black as a guest.  Ann Black was a former Elloree Business Association Member and was invited to share her pervious experience with the group.  Ann stated that she originally started a business in Elloree because of it’s charm and real estate.  Ann owned and operated an antique store in Elloree.  Ann feels that the town is in need of improvements and stated that people will take day trips and weekends to seek out antiques.  Ann said we should contact magazines that offer free advertising and said that magazine readers attract people with money.  Magazines suggested were Southern Living and Country Living.  She also stated we need more antique stores and antique festivals.  There are not enough local shoppers to keep us going. While antiques may not be the only idea out there, it was a proven one that definitely attracts people to town as people will travel to find antiques. She suggested that whatever we do, it needs to be unique.
Advertising: Andy asked what was most successful in advertising for Elloree. There was discussion, but no decision.  Ann Black is going to try and get us a list of Antique Vendors to contact for 2nd Saturday sidewalk sales and contacts to solicit to move to Elloree and open business.  Denise Pfaff suggested we put flyers up at Auctions to advertise the festivals and 2nd Saturday sidewalk sales.  Ann advised there are auctions in Darlington, SC each Monday and we should pass out flyers there too.  Both the Santee Digest and Orangeburg Times & Democrat have Calendar of Events section.   Ann mentioned Jim & Ed Rast who are soap makers at Gritsmill, to attend festival, no one had their contact info.  Edwina mentioned starting the 2nd Saturday sidewalk sale and got information from Chasity Canaday (Town clerk) to find out what our options are and if we can do again.  Chasity said it would be great to start doing it again and thought it would be good to start March – June, take hot summer off and start back September thru October.  Street vendors list will be provided to Edwina from Chasity from previous year who attended street sales.  Discussion on if it should be vendors and not yard sale type items, further discussion due in October meeting.   Dan McMahon asked Ann what happened to previous Business Association and why it didn’t work, Ann replied that she feels it was the economy, disagreements and squabbling.  

Signage: Dan McMahon talked about signs and suggested creating a large sign that could be used on the frames the city has for the Elloree Trials that would list the Business Association members.  Cost would be $275.00 for a banner and $375.00 for wood.  This sign would stay up all year except during the Elloree Trials and Festivals.  Andy to talk with Mayor or Chasity to see if this is possible.  (Andy Friedman did speak with Chasity – town Clerk, and she said it would be great and we could do it).

Dues: Andy talked about membership dues, Libby (treasurer) is to hand out and mail membership forms and follow up w/all business in town.

Website:  Andy spoke about a couple different options, one was 1&1 Web Site Builder, advised it is $14.95 per month and Edwina (Secretary) would be able to build and design the Business Assocation website.  Ronnie Sikes motioned we do this, everyone agreed.  Association will start the website as soon as membership dues start coming in to pay for it.

EIN:  Andy did advise that the BA does have a Non-Profit EIN tax number and will be opening a BA checking account soon as dues come in.

Fall Festival:  Edwina discussed options for the Miller Communications advertising for the festival.  Package plan is $150.00 for 20 - 30 sec commercial spots.  Most everyone agreed that we need it.  Edwina stated she would be willing to try and get merchants in town to go in on the radio ad and asked for help in trying to do this, Ronnie Sikes said he would help get some of the bigger accounts like IGA and the Bank.  Denise Phaff to talk with the local Lawyer here in town.   Edwina brought up an idea to do coffee and donuts for the fall festival from 7 am-10 am, sponsored by the Elloree Business Association.  Any profit from the sales will go to the Business Assocation and saved for advertising.    Ronnie to check and see if he can locate a coffee urn, Edwina and Andy Friedman to order donuts from Krispy Kreme two weeks prior.  The town will provide a canopy for the Business Association.  

Meeting adjourned.

Next Meeting – October 12, 2009, Backstreet Bar and Grill, 6pm.
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